the beauty of giving back

7. Johnson

It is more blessed to
g1V€ than to receive.”

he paraphrase of this line—"It is

better to give than to receive™—isactually

one of the most famous lines attributed to

Jesus, which we hear often in our mainstream modern-

day culture. In fact, an article in U.S. News and World

chort even stated that physioiogicaiiy, this is a scientific
face! It really is better for
our health and well-being to be

gCI]CI'()US.

Isn't that the beauty of it all—to
embrace the ways we can help
others? It doesnt have to be a
big or grand gesture. I mean sure,

1i you can ilCiP save part Oi: tilC

this in addition to providing profcssionai assessments for fundraisers,

philanthropists, advisors, and so much more.

It's important for me to build community i)y mckiing issues that are
both universal, yet dccply pcrsonal, as I have found that most pcopic
around us are already fundraisers or philanchropists in some general
form, even if it is not their
direct profcssion. Still, many
pcopic out there dont even
™ recognize all of the good thcy‘rc
doing, Sometimes, we think
it is necessary to have a name
like Rockefeller, Carnegie, or
Gates to make a real difference.

But that’s not true! One of the

rainforest, by all means, do so! WO M E N O F C O LO R most important goais [ have
But if.\jou can also hcip facilitate in my work is to dispci that

donations to a local shelter or in Fundraising and Philanthropy sensc of “Impostor Syndromc,”

food bank, you're also making an

impact.

This C()iLll]]Il is g()il’lg7 to shinc a ilgi][ on some ()i: [i’lC many \’V'()l’ldC['i"Lli
PC()piC out tilC[’C using tilCil‘ gli‘ts, t;liCIltS, :md resources i:()l' ti]C gl‘C(ltC['
gOOd. Thcrc isa iOt Oi:gOOd \\’0Fi< to CiO, and [am so gl’éltCi:lli th'&t I h&VC
hccn LliiO\VCCi a LllliqU.C opportunity to i)l‘il]g togcther those W’hO beiicve

in the power ofgiving back simply because its a beauiful thing to do.

My givc—hack journey all hcgan as prcsidcnt of Women In
Development (WID), NY, the New York City metro arcas 40-year-
old premier profcssionai organization for women in fundraising and
philanthropic work. I then founded Women of Color in Fundraising
and Philanchropy (WOC, pronounced “woke”), to  celebrare,
champion, and supportwomen of color in these sectors and to providc

[ilCl]l \\’itil pcrsonai '(ll’ld profcssionai (i CVCiOPI]’lCﬂ[ resources.

As the community—huilding work of WOC has been underway for
awhile, it did not take long for our mcrnhcrship {0 grow to ncariy 700
individuals nationwide and intcrnationaliy. From my experiences and
expertise in both fundraising strategy and philanthropic counsel, |
2 8)
rccognizcd the importance of hringing everyone togcthcr to maximize
our impact. As a result, WOC offers a robust programming schedule,
whichincludes the newly launched WOC Votes 2020 Voter Activation
Campaign, in partncrship with the League of Women Voters, and
e £
PowHer the Vote. We are also pianning WOCs first-ever dayiong

virtual Symposium on November 17. WOC is accomplishing all of
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whcre we fCﬁi we CiOl’l‘t hciong.

Another component of maximizing the impact of good work is
undcrstanding the role of aiiyship, Given the current racial cquity
movement, I have received a great deal of feedback from non«pcopic of
color, asking “What can I do to help?” For this reason, I established the
Allies in Action Membership Network (AiA). While its work began
before then, AiA was officially launched with a global gatchering in July,
and is based upon four piiiars: Education, chisiation, Inclusion, and
Action. We have since delivered a transformative antiracism seminar

and continue to move our programming i:OK'\Vill’d.

One of the AiA values about which I am most excited is the “Action”
piiiar, which includes a phiianthropic component of ycar—cnd giving,
Allies Give 2020 will consist of cach aiiy mai(ing a gift of a size that is
meaningful to him or her toward causes that champion women and
girls of color and racial equity. Wich this effort, we are truly and directly

going to heip pcopie ina major way!

As we iOOl( ahead to ti]C Clld Oi: ti]C year and thC hOilddVS bCfOI‘C us, I
urgc you to t'di(C a moment ;md élSl( l\'OUl‘SCii: \’Vi]'glt gli:t, resource, or
t‘.liCI][ I]’ligh[ you i)c di)iC to usc to ilCiP othcrs. Ie may bC morce ()b\/’i()LIS
than usuai. Or you may I]CC(J to ti]iﬂi( '(li\()l][ ita i)iti It (i()CSﬂ’[ ik Ve to
bC ti]C norm; i'LLi i'i'CC to i)C creative. JUSt rcmcmhcr, it oniy I]CCdS to

be sincere.
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